Tumoral pulmonary emboli from angioinvasive hepatocellular carcinoma.
Tumoral pulmonary emboli from hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) have rarely been described, although invasion of the portal and hepatic venous systems is a well-known complication. HCC originating in a noncirrhotic liver in the absence of chronic hepatitis B infection is also uncommon. We present a case of a patient with chronic hepatitis C infection without hepatic cirrhosis who developed angioinvasive HCC with intracardiac extension and tumoral pulmonary emboli. Differential considerations, including combined HCC-cholangiocarcinoma, other hepatic mesenchymal tumors, and metastasis, are discussed. Owing to poor prognosis, no resection was attempted. Autopsy was performed because of the unusual clinical presentation, and immunohistochemistry of the hepatic tumor, the intracardiac extension, and the pulmonary emboli were concordant with hepatocellular origin. Even though definitive diagnosis may not affect patient outcome, it is important for radiologists and clinicians to be aware that angioinvasive HCC may arise in the absence of cirrhosis.